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In this issue...

Please help us reach our Fall Campaign goal of $375,000! 
Funds raised between now and January will strengthen our programs through the lean winter months.  

Thanks to the Stewards Fund, we have an exciting new matching gift opportunity this year.  

Learn how to double your gift at:  http://www.urbanmin.org/fall-campaign/

or contact John Welch: jwelch@urbanmin.org; 919-256-2172.
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Artisan soups crafted by 15 of the Triangle’s top chefs await you at our annual Stone Soup 
Supper! This year features more soup to sample and new chefs to meet, all in a larger 
space! Stone Soup Supper offers handmade pottery crafted by the Triangle Potters Guild. 
Select tickets include one piece of pottery, all the soup you can eat, bread, and dessert. 

Get your advance tickets before they sell out at urbanmin.org/stone-soup-supper

STONE SOUP SUPPER

Holiday Honor Cards 
Looking for unique gift ideas? Make a gift on behalf of a 
friend or family member with an Urban Ministries Holiday Honor 
Card.  Tell someone special you’re thinking of them, and provide 
funds in their honor to support our programs. Three options to 
choose from—all custom-designed by local artists—for just $5 
per card! 

Order online at 
urbanmin.org/holiday-card or 
call Jordan Hewitt at (919) 256-2187

Wednesday, November 15th 6:30-8pm (presale tickets enter at 6pm)
McKimmon Center, 1101 Gorman Street, Raleigh



Going Deep. Going Wide.
These past four years at Urban Ministries we have been “going deep” into our programs. 

We’ve taken a hard look at what we do and how we do it.  We prefer to talk in terms of 
outcomes: from healthcare to health, hunger to nutrition, homelessness to a path home, and from 
volunteers’ hands in service to hearts and voices in advocacy. We’ve enhanced our programs, 
going deeper to enhance our outcomes. 

The Open Door Clinic administered more vaccinations, recruited more onsite specialty providers, 
and is collaborating with our hospitals and human services agencies to improve referrals into the 
clinic. Our nutrition program replaced thousands of pounds of boxes and cans with thousands of 
pounds of fresh frozen meat, fresh fruit, and fresh vegetables. We stopped packing bags and 
invited our clients to be shoppers, pushing carts and choosing the foods they know their families 
eat. At the Helen Wright Center we opened our doors to more women needing emergency 

shelter who were not so sure about joining a program. More of these women are choosing to enter the program and succeeding 
in finding homes. To improve job skills, the Helen Wright Center is now an off-campus site of Wake Tech, too.

That’s what it means to go deep. Add to already great programs to make them greater.
Going wide is a different challenge.

It’s now estimated there are over 800 adult single homeless women who would use emergency shelter if it were available. 
Helen Wright, the county’s largest provider for these women, already devotes 24 of its 36 beds to these overnight stays. Even 
working as closely as we do with our partners at Healing Transitions and the Raleigh Rescue Mission, demand far exceeds 
capacity. Wake County has asked us to work together for a solution.

There are still over 140,000 food insecure families in the county despite a slight reduction with the economic recovery.  Our 
nutrition program partners with the Food Bank, the Interfaith Food Shuttle, grocers and individual donors to provide more and 
better foods.  Even with partners like, Catholic Charities and Dorcas Ministries, the need far outstrips supply.

The Open Door Clinic focuses on the estimated 20,000 uninsured persons with chronic health conditions who primarily use 
hospital emergency rooms and hospital admissions for their care. Even partnerships with Advance Community Health and 
Alliance Medical Ministries still leaves thousands of these people without a medical home and those 20,000 represent a little 
less than a quarter of the 90,000 persons without health insurance.

Going deep has improved the quality of all our services.

Going wide is a challenge that can only be met with more talented and dedicated volunteers, more resources and stronger 
infrastructure to organize, reinvent and use space more efficiently.  By going wide, we can invite more of our neighbors in need 
to get the support, encouragement and care offered every day at Urban Ministries of Wake County.
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Letter from Peter

Dr. Peter Morris, Executive Director

Peter Morris, MD, MPH, MDivGoing deep has 
improved the quality 
of all our services.
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After 16 years in the banking business, Gwen found herself laid off and without 
insurance coverage. Needing medical attention, Gwen’s friend recommended visiting 
Urban Ministries of Wake County’s Open Door Clinic.

“It opened a lot of doors that I didn’t even know existed within my body” says Gwen, 
speaking of her experience as a patient in the Open Door Clinic (ODC). Gwen 
was advised about and treated for medical issues that weren’t even on her radar. 
While being seen at ODC for vision problems, testing revealed that Gwen also had 
diabetes and early stage glaucoma.  “Had I not come here, and for the doctor’s tests, 
I might not have known until it was too late,” says Gwen.

Although Gwen is no longer in need of services at the Open Door Clinic, she still raves over her positive experiences of being treated well 
by volunteers and staff.  “The Open Door Clinic and its entire staff—from the time you hit the front door until you leave-- are exceptional.  
They are phenomenal people. They go above and beyond to administer to your needs.”

Gwen is especially thankful for her physician, Dr. Emery, who is a volunteer provider at the Open Door Clinic.  Gwen mentions how even 
though she is no longer Dr. Emery’s patient, he is still going “beyond the call of duty” to make sure she is guided in the right direction, 
citing that Dr. Emery even provided her with a referral to his personal provider.

More than 1,500 patients call the Open Door Clinic their medical home, receiving high quality medical care from volunteer doctors, nurses, 
pharmacists, lab techs and more.  Our patients work beside these volunteers as partners in health, stabilizing medical conditions and 
allowing them to lead happier, more productive lives.

 

Our Community Partner:
              Campbell Community Law Clinic

“People come to us with 
lots of problems and 
needing services we 
don’t provide,” sighed 
Lisa Lewis-Jenkins, our 
Community Connector 
in the waiting area of 
Urban Ministries. Lisa 
welcomes our clients 
with a wide smile, 
warm heart and a gift 
for listening, providing 
hospitality, and making 

connections to agencies whose services compliment ours.

“What had been missing is somewhere to connect clients who have 
problems with a landlord or with a held paycheck, or other minor 
legal issues,” continued Lisa. “Legal Aid and similar agencies are 
great, but often their services are in such great demand that they 
struggle to meet all the need.”

“Thank goodness for Campbell Law School’s Community Law Clinic.”

The community clinic was the brainchild of Dean J. Richard Leonard 

of Campbell Law School in downtown Raleigh. Dean Leonard 
saw a need and an opportunity for law students to get practical 
experience serving the legal needs of low income Wake County 
residents. Located at 11 South Blount Street, the Clinic reserves 
its services to referrals from Urban Ministries, the Raleigh Rescue 
Mission, StepUp Ministry, and Alliance Medical Ministry clinic.

“We see people by referral only so we can balance the number of 
cases with the number of law students”, explained Ashley Campbell, 
the law school’s faculty advisor to the clinic. “If it’s a case we can’t 
handle because of volume or for a different expertise than we 
can offer, there are lawyers in the community willing to take our 
referrals pro bono.”

Urban Ministries has made referrals for the return of rental 
deposits, eviction threats, traffic fines too high to pay, and other 
needs that can cripple the financial resources of families and cause 
a continued downward spiral into poverty.

“Ashley Campbell and Dean Leonard are visionaries,” commented 
Dr. Peter Morris, Executive Director of Urban Ministries, who also 
serves on the Campbell Law School Board of Visitors. “They thought, 
‘why move to the center of Raleigh if we can’t offer something back 
to people in need who live there?’  They’ve been a godsend.”

Our thanks to Karl DeBlaker of the 
Campbell Law School for photos

 Gwen’s Story...

The Open Door Clinic and its entire staff - from the time you hit the front door 
until you leave - are exceptional.  They are phenomenal people. They go 
above and beyond to administer to your needs.“

“
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Beyond Medicine
         ...a healthier life.
OPEN DOOR CLINIC

After 10 years as Medical Director of Urban Ministries’ Open 
Door Clinic, Dr. Gary Greenberg is “leaning out”.  He has 
reduced his work schedule to two days a week and turned 
over the reins to our new Medical Director, Dr. Elizabeth 
Campbell.  Dr. Campbell sees patients on the other two days 
of the week.

Dr. Greenberg’s contribution to the health of our community 
has been enormous.  He oversaw the transformation of our 
clinic from evening-only sessions in a converted warehouse 
on Semart Drive to a full-fledged, professional practice 
operating in a state-of-the art facility on Capital Blvd.

Under Dr. Greenberg’s decade 
tenure, the number of patients 
treated each year has doubled.  
The number of specialists seeing 
our patients has increased.   We 
have implemented an electronic 
medical records system.  Our 
relationship with all three area 
hospitals is on solid ground with 

ongoing collaborations and mutual 
support.  Our services continue receiving funding from the 
Wake County Health Department and the NC Department of 
Health and Human Services.  

“Dr. Greenberg set us on a path to excellence in clinical care 
and our fantastic health measures show that we attained 
it,” said Clinic Director, Pablo Escobar. “What’s more, our 
patients tell us they feel better, miss work less often, and use 
the emergency room less. But it’s the improvement in their 
quality of life that makes the most difference.”

We now have a cadre of dedicated volunteer providers 
working side by side with our staff, giving excellent care to 
our patients.  The patients’ health outcomes surpass national 
standards for populations with chronic illnesses such as 
diabetes and hypertension.  Thank you, Dr. Greenberg, for 
the great practice you built at Urban Ministries!

Dr. Campbell started as out new 
Medical Director on August 21.  The 
transition has been smooth since she 
has been a loyal volunteer for the 
past 15 years, working closely with 
staff and volunteers on a regular 
basis.  Her strong familiarity with 
the operation will help us continue to 
grow and maintain the high quality 
standards that the community 
expects from us.

Having been chief of internal medicine at WakeMed Hospital, 
Dr. Campbell’s management experience is also an asset to 
the clinic.  Her dedication to community health will continue 
Dr. Greenberg’s proud legacy of providing access to quality 
health care for the uninsured.  Welcome, Dr. Campbell!

HELEN WRIGHT CENTER  

The Helen Wright Center for Women had to close unexpectedly 
for 34 days this spring to remedy some maintenance issues. 
Since our April 18th reopening, 179 women have already 
called Helen Wright home temporarily and 34 women have 
graduated from our program and settled into permanent 
housing. 

The need for shelter for single women in Wake County continues 
to increase while shelter beds and services remain stagnant. 
Recognizing the increased need, the Center recently converted 
more beds to emergency overnight shelter, providing a total 
of 24 beds of emergency shelter and 12 program beds.

During their time at the Helen Wright Center, women engage 
in case management, participate in enrichment programming, 
and enjoy the warmth and hospitality of volunteers and staff. 
One new key component offered since our re-opening has 
been on-site mental health services. Through a partnership 
with Turning Point Family Services, within 48 hours of 
entering the center women are offered on-site mental health 
screenings, assessments, and services. For many women who 
find themselves at our door, mental health service is the first 
stop on the path home. 

hunger
Beyond Feeding
             ...we nourish.
CRISIS

The Crisis Program and its Food Pantry are going strong ever 
since April 10th when we began our client-choice model of 
service. Each day, our clients are choosing nutritious groceries 
for their families. Along the way, as our shoppers take the lead 
in choosing their dry goods, meat, fresh produce, bread and 
desserts, our volunteers’ roles are becoming more like sales 
associates.

The new volunteer experience includes providing guidance on 
food amounts for different family sizes, helping shoppers bag 
groceries, “selling” healthy options, and just conversing about 
life.  Volunteers report a positive experience.  Maintaining a 
welcoming and lively atmosphere is a daily goal, and five 
months into the new operation, it appears we are achieving 
just that.

Success depends on the generous support of our donors, 
volunteers, and food provider partners. Please stop by to 
check it out for yourself!

Beyond Shelter
      ...a path home. 

homelessness

he
al

th
ca

re

Dr. Gary Greenberg

Dr. Elizabeth Campbell
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Notable Numbers...

Poverty persists in Wake County.
Partners and Champions are leading 
the fight!

In his cover letter, Peter presents the case for “going wide,” that is, expanding Urban Ministries of 
Wake County’s effective, well-running programs to serve more of our neighbors.  We think you’d 
agree that our ultimate objective is to put ourselves out of business by eradicating poverty, but until 
then we must keep up the fight.

It really is a fight, with challenges taking many forms.  Among them – dare I say chief among them 
– is the fight for resources.  As we seek to grow our programs to help more people, funding streams 
have changed dramatically in recent months.  The fight for financial resources is as challenging as 
ever.

There are many ways you can help:  contributions of time, talent, treasure and – forgive the forced 
alliteration – tales.  You might tell your neighbors or your colleagues about the realities of poverty 
here in Wake County.  You could tell of programs like ours that need new donors to grow.  You 
might tell of people who could be you or me, who are struggling for any number of reasons and 
need a little help.  

Here’s how you and your friends can help financially (and if you’re already doing these please know that we’re very grateful):

• Become a Partner—a business that donates $2,000+ this year and commits for the next two years. 

• Become a Champion—an individual or family who donates $500+ this year and commits for the next two years.

• Tell a friend!

A generous local foundation will match all first year donations by new Partners and Champions up to $55,730!  To get the grant, we must 
raise more than $55,000 from new Partners and Champions this fall.  Partners and Champions make 3+ year commitments to funding 
Urban Ministries but, unlike a pledge, only the first year’s amount must be established at the start.  If your circumstances permit, please 
sign up this fall so we can qualify for the $55,730 grant, and please tell others!

Poverty persists in Wake County.  Partners and Champions are leading the fight.  Call or write with any questions or advice:  
John Welch; (919) 256-2172; jwelch@urbanmin.org.

Keeping Up The Fight.

John Welch
Director of Development

22,990 
individuals fed 

through Crisis Hunger 
and Nutrition Program
(that’s enough to fill the 

PNC Arena!)

61% 
of homeless women 
participating in the 
Helen Wright Center 
program moved into 
permanent housing

4 in 5 
Open Door Clinic 

patients report reduced 
work absenteeism

View our Full Annual Report at: www.urbanmin.org/annual-report
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Thank you to the following organizations for collecting 
one ton of food for our pantry!1TON

club
one

BB&T
Bible Application Class
Dell EMC
Edenton Street United Methodist Church
Food Lion
Harris Teeter
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
Kroger
Local Government Federal Credit Union
Millbrook Baptist Church

Raleigh District AME Zion
St. James United Methodist Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal of Cary
The Produce Box
The Raleigh School
United Way
Urban Ministries Department of Agriculture
West Raleigh Exchange Club
Western Blvd. Presbyterian
YMCA Hillsborough Street

Orpington Fifth Third Bank
Orpington Wake Med
Brahma Jean and Michael Carter
Brahma Medical Mutual
Brahma Wake Stone Corporation
Brahma Wyrick Robbins Yates & Ponton, LLP
Australorp Avian and Exotic Animal Care
Silkie AgCaroliina Farm Credit
Silkie Margaret and Chris Browning
Silkie Mary June and Henry Jones
Silkie Resolve Sustainible Solutions

In-kind Sponsors:
Triangle Downtowner Magazine
The Urban Chicken
Curtis Coops and Yard Barns
Midtown Magazine
Omlet
Chick Flic
Whole Foods
Rain Water Solutions

Thank You to Our Sponsors

Tour D’ Coop Recap 
Thanks for clucking for our cause during Tour D’ Coop 2017! 
Thanks to all you chicken-lovers, we raised more than $21,000 
for families and individuals who are hungry, homeless, and in 
need of healthcare. 

Get your feathers ruffled, because Tour D’ Coop is set for 
Saturday, June 2, 2018!

Thank you to Urban Ministries’ 82 Sustainers for your ongoing monthly contributions!  Additional thanks to those who became Sustainers last 
spring, enabling Urban Ministries to qualify for a challenge grant from the A.J. Fletcher Foundation.  The Foundation was happy to see our 
Sustainer list grow and support us with a $30,000 grant!  The Fletcher Foundation challenge will return in 2018, so get ready to recommend 
us to your friends and neighbors!  The full list of Urban Ministries Sustainers can be found at urbanmin.org/sustainer.

SUSTAINERS CAME THROUGH FOR URBAN MINISTRIES LAST SPRING!
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We place a high value on giving our volunteers 
a great experience.  Whether you want to 
volunteer in a position where you interact 
with lot of people or you prefer one with 
little interaction, we work to place volunteers 
in roles that are important to our mission and 
rewarding for volunteers.

For volunteer Chris Ariail, he wasn’t sure 
about a long term commitment, but was 
looking for some way to help people. His 
perception changed just a couple of days 
after volunteering. Chris was stocking our 
pantry when a woman approached him with 
a broken foot. She was attempting to load 
items into her car despite barely being able to 
walk. Chris kindly helped the woman, breaking 
the divide between client and volunteer by 
enjoying mutual conversation. From then on, 
Chris decided this was the place for him.

Chris spent the last four years as a Marine 
and a ceremonial marcher across the US. 
He attends NC State University where he’s 

studying Psychology to become a probation 
officer. Even though Chris is back in school with 
less time to volunteer, he’s at Urban Ministries 
every Friday working around class schedules.  
Asked why he continues to volunteer, Chris 
said, “Because I’ve volunteered so much, I feel 
almost like I’m partially responsible for the 
pantry in some way. I want to see it succeed.”

Although Chris describes himself as a man 
of few words, he says he really enjoys 
the companionship he experiences while 
volunteering with staff and other volunteers.  
He enjoys conversations ranging from the 
Carolina Panthers with our pantry manager 
to making new friendships with other college 
students and families who are also helping out.  
“It feels pretty good to be a part of that,” 
said Chris.

We’re honored to have you as a part of our 
organization, Chris! Thank you for all you 
do!

        Chris Ariail
Volunteer Spotlight on: 

THANK YOU TO OUR CURRENT 
52 WEEK FOOD DRIVE MEMBERS

5/3 Bank
Alpha Graphics

Beth Meyer Synagogue
Bible Application Class

Bank of America
CVSsu at Duke Hospital
Duke Raleigh Hospital

Greystone Baptist Church
Hayes Barton Baptist Church

Hillyer Memorial Baptist Church
JTH Law

Kiwanis Club of Raleigh
Merrill Lynch

Millbrook Baptist Church
Nationwide Insurance

NC Office of Administrative Hearings
New Hope Church- North Raleigh

Novella Clinical
PRA Health Sciences

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church
SunTrust Bank
Sweet T Salon

Underwriters Laboratories
Wainwright & Wassel, DDS

West Raleigh Exchange
Whitey Law Firm

Williams & Daily Dental
Womble Carlyle

Thank You Big Ed’s!
Thanks to Big Ed’s North for hosting our volunteer appreciation dinner on May 7th. Owner Sam 
Hobgood and his staff generously donated huge helpings of BBQ, mac and cheese, coleslaw, biscuits 
and, of course, banana pudding for dessert! Poetically, Big Ed’s staff volunteered for this event, 
all of them attentive and kind. Thanks, Big Ed’s, for demonstrating and rewarding the power of 
volunteerism!



The following items are in high demand for our programs. 
And don’t forget, when you use Amazon Smile, a portion 
of your purchase is donated to Urban Ministries!

A full list of our needs can be found at 
urbanmin.org/wish/

A SAMPLING FROM OUR WISH LIST:

our wish list
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Renewing lives. Restoring hope.

1390 Capital Blvd.
Raleigh, NC 27603

Administration
Peter Morris, 
MD, MPH, MDiv
Executive Director

John Welch, CFRE, MPA
Director of Development

Mickey Holt, CPA, MBA
Director of Finance 
and Operations

Open Door Clinic
Elizabeth Campbell, MD
Medical Director

Gary Greenberg, MD
Medical Consultant

Pablo Escobar, MPA
Open Door Clinic Director

Crisis Support
Lisa Williams, MSM
Director of Crisis Programs

Sammy Hobgood
Food Pantry Manager

Volunteer Services
Victoria Rucinski, 
Manager of Volunteer 
Services

Helen Wright Center 
for Women
Charlitta Boyd-Kirkley, 
Lead Case Manager

Administrative 
Offices and 

Mailing Address
1390 Capital Blvd.
Raleigh, NC 27603

919.256.2172
Fax 919.836.1352

Web:
www.urbanmin.org

Helen Wright Center
401 W. Cabarrus St.

919.833.1748

upcoming events

Board of Directors
W. Stan Taylor (Chair)
C. Douglass Riddle 
(Immediate Past Chair)        
Scott Shackleton, CPA 
(Treasurer)
Priscilla J. Ramseur, DNP, 
RN, CNOR, NEA-BC 
(Secretary)
Francis J. Abdou, MD
Rev. Paul L. Anderson
Hunt K. Choi, JD
Sandlin Davenport
Walter Gomez
Joelyn Harrington
Mark Heinlein
Courtney A. Humphrey
Kacy Hunt, JD
Ted Kunstling, MD, FCCP
Greer Lysaght
Pete Marks, PhD
Beverly T. Powell
Judy Schneider, RN
Rabbi Eric M. Solomon
Russ Stephenson
Sean Tehrani, MD
Sage Amthor Twiss
Eugene Weeks
Larry Wu, MD
Samuel T. Wyrick, III

Members Emeritus
Anne Bullard
Anne Burke 
Mary Anne Howard
Don Lucey, MD
David Maurer
Harry A. White

Many Thanks! 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017
Stone Soup Supper
Slurp your heart out with soups from more than 15 
local and regional chefs! Start your holiday shopping 
early with the Triangle Potters Guild! Advance tickets 
available now. 

Thursday, November  30, 2017, 4-7pm
Kendra Gives Back
Join us at Kendra Scott’s North Hills location for a curated 
collection of jewelry. Receive 10% off your entire 
purchase and 10% is donated to Urban Ministries! Enter 
to win a piece of Kendra Scott Jewelry!

Stay Connected. You can find us on:

• Office Supply gift cards
• 8 ½ x 11” copy paper
• Hand Sanitizer
• Low sugar cereals
• Low sugar fruit juice
• Combination locks
• Pillows
• Medical bandage tape

Urban Ministries is a proud 
Agency of Excellence 
member of the 
Triangle United Way.

Triangle United Way 
Number: 840

SECC Code: 2573


